Staff: Hayley Morgan, Kelsie Butler, Anna Ward,
Branson Heeter, Aliyah Ross, Makayla Kipe, Tyler
Clark, Madalyn Whitaker, Taylor Uplinger, Marcella
Lynn, Madison Mikesic, Aidan Frew, Olivia Aurandt,
Aidan Frew

Jump Rope for Heart
By: Anna Ward and Aliyah Ross
Do you know why “Jump Rope for Heart” is
held? It’s held to help the kids with heart
diseases. Jump Rope for Heart enables organizations to give kids the physical education that they need, and it also helps raise
money. All of the money that is raised goes
to the American Heart Association. This
organization has millions of volunteers, including us!
We asked
Claire
Carper
and
Giavanna
Tomasiello
to tell us
about their
favorite
jump rope
moves.
Giavanna
said her
favorite is the group jump with her friends
Camryn and Abby. Claire said her favorite
jump is double-dutch with her friends. Even
though we are a small school, we have big
hearts! We raised $3, 047.25! That’s a lot of
money – don’t you think? Great Job Williamsburg Elementary School!

Time Spent at Williamsburg
Elementary
By: Madalyn Whitaker, Hayley Morgan, and
Tyler Clark
Wow! It’s almost the end of the school year, and
that means the sixth graders are leaving the elementary school and going to the high school. So,
we interviewed all of the sixth graders to see what
some of their best memories are from the elementary school. The first day of school, when our
teacher had to kiss the pig, making new friends,
team building activities, and the one-hundredth
day of school are just a few of our favorite memories from elementary school. Then, we asked if
there was something or someone they will miss.
All of our amazing teachers, recess, watching
movies, having parties, and seeing the younger
students are only a few things and people we will
miss. Everyone always looked forward to the field
trips, so we asked the students which one was
their favorite. Gettysburg, Pittsburgh Zoo, The Keller Church, and Lincoln Caverns are some of the
field trips the students enjoyed the most. Next, we
asked the students what their favorite subject was
in elementary school. Math, Spelling and Reading
are the most popular. Finally, we asked the students what their favorite school lunch was.
Chicken Mashed Potato Bowl, Stuffed Crust Pizza,
and Breakfast for Lunch were almost everyone’s
favorites. So, as you can see, the sixth graders
have many unforgettable memories of elementary
school.

Retirements

By: Olivia Aurandt, Madison Mikesic, Makayla Kipe, Branson Heeter, Kelsie Butler, Marcella Lynn, Taylor Uplinger

It’s that time again to say farewell to another special person in our school. This year we are saying good-bye to six very special individuals. The Little Blue Pirate Post thanks each person retiring for their support to the students and staff at Williamsburg Elementary School.

This year in our elementary school, we have
four teachers retiring! Mrs. Blalock is one of
these teachers, and I had her answer some
questions about her
teaching career and
other things about
teaching. She started
her post high school
education by moving
to Colorado and obtaining a BA in Business Administration.
She later moved to our
town of Williamsburg
to pursue her career as a speech and language
therapist! She loved every minute here, and she
thanks everyone for this amazing opportunity!
Mrs. Blalock has taught 19 years at Williamsburg! She will miss the students, teachers, and
staff most when she retires, but will not miss
the immense amounts of paperwork involved
with special education. Mrs. Blalock says so
much has changed since she started teaching,
but the one thing that hasn’t changed is the
impact a teacher has on his or her students’
lives. She says you would be very amazed at
how much students look up to teachers and
want to be just like them. A special memory she
has is when a student first learns how to make
a sound and the expression on their face when
they do.
Mrs. Blalock shared that for the teachers who
still have several years left that you should
finish well! She also says to never give up making a positive difference in the lives of your students, and do your very best each and every
day, no matter how tired or stressed you may
be! She also said that if she could go back and
choose another career choice, she would not
change a thing! Teaching has been a gift from
God. Mrs. Blalock has big plans after retirement. She loves contemporary Christian music
and is hoping and praying she can become involved somehow or someway in the music industry. Wow, that is exciting!
We would like to express our gratitude and appreciation for the wonderful job she has done.
Enjoy your retirement!

If you haven’t heard the news, Mrs. Bowers is
retiring! We decided to ask Mrs. Bowers a few
questions to get to know her a little better
before saying goodbye.
Mrs. Bowers had three great-aunts who were
teachers and she liked helping her little
brother when he had troubles in school, so
she decided teaching was what she wanted to
do. Mrs. Bowers has been teaching for 37 ½
years! 35 years in kindergarten, 1 ½ in 1st
grade and one year in second.
When asked what she would miss, she said the children and reading
the stories the students write. On the other hand, she said she will not
miss the kids telling on each other all the time.
Next we talked about how teaching has changed or stayed the same
since she started her career. She said when she first started teaching
kindergarten they worked on letter recognition and sounds. Now they
are teaching children to read and that today’s kindergarten students
are learning a lot of the information 1st graders are learning!
Finally we asked her what advice she would give to the teachers who
are still in the profession. She replied, “Hang in there teachers, you are
making a difference!”

Mrs. Byler is retiring this year
and she has quite a few interesting things to tell us about her
years at Williamsburg Community School District. From the
time she was a little girl, she always knew that she wanted to
grow up and be a teacher in kindergarten! She loved watching
Miss Patty teaching on Romper
Room. Mrs. Byler has been
teaching here for 24 years. That is
a long time in kindergarten!
She told us that she will miss seeing the excited glow on a child’s
face when they discover they can do something that seemed so hard
before! The thing she will definitely not miss is going to school on a
beautiful day when she could be working in her flower garden. I am
sure not many of us like coming to school on a beautiful day either.
Mrs. Byler said today there is a lot more technology and less time
for incidental learning throughout the day. One of her most humorous memories was when a student was quiet and distraught at the
end of the first day because she stated "You didn't teach us to read!"
She has some advice for the teachers that have many years ahead
of them. Her advice is to enjoy the children, do your best to really
listen to them, have fun, and smile each day. Mrs. Byler shared
that her best teaching experience was coming here to teach. That's
so sweet.
We would like to thank you Mrs. Byler for teaching here. You did a
great job and we hope you have a good time in your flower garden
now that you don't have to come to school.

Retirements Continued
Several teachers from the WES are retiring this
year. I interviewed Mrs. Smith, the superintendent.
She said she was inspired to be a teacher in 1975
because her older sister ‘Grace’
was a teacher. She also liked to be
around children of all ages. You
may be wondering how long she
has been working at Williamsburg,
she has been working at the Williamsburg School District for
twenty nine years. She says she
will miss seeing her students everyday and talking to the adults and she will also
miss the individual relationships with the students.
After asking what she will not miss she said ‘The
Winter Weather’ or getting up at 4:30 AM to check on
the conditions of the roads. Teaching has changed for
Mrs. Smith because it is no longer about teaching it’s
about teaching for the tests. She is very disappointed
with the state mandates that are imposed on schools
for testing. A memory Mrs. Smith would like to share
was reading “Twas the Night Before Christmas” to
the elementary students and the weekly star students. Advice for teachers from Mrs. Smith is that
teaching is a great profession and inspires future
adults into society. Mrs. Smith liked to be the principal more than anything else because she had fun
everyday with the students and she laughed a lot
and everyone was happy.
Mrs. Burket started working at this school district in
1982 (she has worked here for 31 ½ years!) Mrs. Burket
worked as a kindergarten aide,
learning support aide, a custodian substitute (for more than
20 years), and summer cleaning. She really enjoyed the students and the teachers laughing and talking. She loved
working with the kindergarten
group and 6th grade math
classes. Mrs. Burket said she
will not miss the hectic schedule and she will not miss the
spring time testing (PSSA).
Since she is now retired she likes to go on a daily walk,
plant flowers and vegetables, and sewing children’s
clothes to send to poor nations. Her favorite memory
here at WES was when she had the honor to be Mrs.
Wheland’s 6th grade math aide, she said the kids were
very special to her.

Mrs. Irvin started working at the Williamsburg School District
in 1986. She has had many jobs throughout her years here.
Her jobs have been Pre-First Classroom Aide, Chapter 1 Reading Aide, Chapter 1 Math aide, Title 1 Math and Aide, Safety
Patrol Advisor, Junior Class Advisor and Secretary to the Superintendent. The things she liked about her job was interacting with others and meeting a lot of different people.
What Mrs. Irvin will not miss about her job
is answering the district phones. She said
“I had no idea how many calls come into a
school district until I became the secretary
to the Superintendent and the phones
started ringing!”
When Mrs. Irvin retires she would like to
spend more time with her family and
grandchildren. She would also like to travel and see more of
the United States. Mrs. Irvin would really like to go out west to
visit Alaska and South Dakota to see Mount Rushmore. Also,
she would love to pick up a book and not put it down until she
has finished it.
Mrs. Irvin’s favorite memory at Williamsburg School District
was when she worked in the Title 1 Math room with Mrs.
Smith and they saw someone fall down the ramp from the
Title 1 Reading trailer. Mrs. Smith flung up the window and
jumped out, just like Superman! Mrs. Irvin said, “I thought she
could fly! The person was alright, but Mrs. Smith has huge
holes in her nylons.” We will miss you Mrs. Irvin!
This year, 2015, is Mrs.
Over’s last year teaching at
Williamsburg Elementary
School. I talked to Mrs. Over
regarding her retirement and
she was happy to answer my
questions.
I asked her if teaching was
her first career choice and
what inspired her? She replied “My first career choice
was architecture. I actually
started in that major at Penn State. However, I always knew
I wanted to be a teacher, so I changed majors to education.”
Mrs. Over has taught at Williamsburg for approximately 24
years. Mrs. Over will miss “All the people, the teachers and
staff (who are like family to her), and of course all of the students” once she retires.
Mrs. Over will not miss following a daily schedule or writing
weekly lesson plans once she retires. Mrs. Over shared that
“teaching has definitely changed. The curriculum (what she
teaches) has changed. We now cover a lot more material in a
lot more detail.”
Mrs. Over has too many special memories and stories to
share. Her advice to all the other teachers is, “pick your battle, decide which issues are worth being stressed/concerned
about and let go of the ones that are not worth it.”
Mrs. Over’s favorite subject to teach is PA history and science. We hope that Mrs. Over has a great retirement!

To: 6th Grade Class

To: Caleb Kanagy

To: Sixth Grade

Congratulations! Best wishes as
you begin your high school years.
Continue to do your very best in all
you set out to do.

Congratulations Caleb!
We are so very proud of you!
We love you!

Good luck as you leave Williamsburg
Elementary School! I’m so proud of my
very “first” class!

Love,
Dad, Mom, Brianna, Elijah, Leah,
Myah, and Sarah

From: Miss Saltsgiver

To: 6th Grade Class

To: 6th Grade

A round of applause for a job well
done!

I wish you the best as you continue your journey up the education ladder!

From: Mrs. Whitaker
To: Madalyn Whitaker
Congratulations on your 6th grade
graduation. We are extremely proud of
you and your many accomplishments
during your elementary years. You always put forth your very best effort and
for that we are grateful. Best wishes as
you embark on your high school years.

From: Mrs. B

From: Mrs. Metzler

Love, Mom, Dad, & Lydia

To: Ben Detwiler

To: Wes McCall

To: Owen Helsel

Benjamin, I am so proud of you. You
are truly a miracle. You have overcome so many obstacles in your life to
get where you are today! Know that I
am proud of you and I love you.

Congratulations Wesley! Good luck
and enjoy your years at WHS. We are
so proud of you!

We want you to know that we are so
proud of you for everything that you have
achieved in elementary school. We
know you are going to do amazing in
high school. We love you so much!

From: Dad and Mom

From: Mom
To: The Sixth Graders

To: Brittany Morris

To: Shane

It’s hard to believe next year you will
I cannot believe you will be entering
What an interesting year it has been!
You have come a long way since that be starting Jr. High. We have watched 7th grade next year. You have grown
you grow from a shy little girl to an
into an amazing young man. I am very
first day of school! You have grown
and matured and accomplished many amazing and confident young lady. We proud of you! Good luck in the years
are so proud of you. We love you!
ahead. I love you.
things. Best wishes as you move on to
7th grade.
From: Dad and Mom
From: Mom
From: Mrs. Over
To: Marcella
It just seems like yesterday you were
starting kindergarten. And now you are
graduating from sixth grade. How time
flies! We hope you do just as well in Jr.
High as you have done in elementary.
We are so very proud of you.
We love you!
From: Mom, Dad, Logan and Roy

To: The 6th Grade Class

To: Dallas

Good luck 6th grade! Remember the
fun days in elementary school and
prepare for your future years ahead—
the High School.

Good luck in high school.
We love you!

To: Garrett

To: Josiah

To: 6th Grade

Congratulations on finishing elementary
school. We are so very proud of everything you have accomplished. Good luck
as you start Junior High. We are always
here if you need anything.

Keep making good choices. I am
proud of you and the young man
you are becoming. Good luck at
the high school. Love you always.

Congratulations! Your journey has just
begun. Learn from past mistakes and
always do the best you can.
Best wishes!

Love, Mom, Dad & Cole 

From: Mom & Dad

From: Mom and Dad

From: Mrs. Bowers

Sixth grade family members and Williamsburg Elementary Staff had the
opportunity to wish our 6th grade class good luck as they leave the
elementary building and travel to the high school! The Little Blue
Pirate Staff would like to thank everyone for their support this year!

From: Mr. Blattenberger

To: Bailey

To: Anna

To: 6th Grade Class

Good luck in high school.
We love you!

Good luck in the high school. We
are very proud of the young lady
you are becoming.

Good luck 6th graders! It was a
pleasure getting to know you in
5th grade. You will all do amazing
things in your future.

From: Mom and Dad
From: Mom and Dad

From: Mrs. Veckov
To: Gabriel

To: Riley

To: Drew (D-DOG) Hileman

You are our “WARRIOR!”

We are so proud of you and wish
you the best of luck as you move
on. Keep working hard and know
that we love you very much!
From: Dad, Mom, Sam, & Ingrid

We are so PROUD of you! Can’t believe
you will soon be in junior high! Keep
up the great work in the classroom
and on the football field, basketball
court, baseball field, and on the farm.
We love you!
From: Mom, Dad, Jack, and Ayla

To: Dylan S.

To: Hannah

Love always,
Pap & Gram

To: All 6th Graders
Congratulations on your graduation! I am proud of your accomplishments. Good luck in junior
high!
From: Mrs. Murgas
To: Gabriel Mingle
Congratulations and good luck at
the big school. You can do it.
From: Aunt Shelby, with love

To: Aidan Frew
We are so proud of you and all your
accomplishments through 6th grade.
Continue to work hard and take advantage of all the amazing opportunities headed your way!

The Lord blessed us with you 12 years
We can hardly believe that
ago and it has been an adventure ever
“Daddy’s Little Buddy” is ready for
since. You always have a smile on
high school. Keep your grades up
your face and make us proud. Good
and
stay happy. We are very proud
luck next year! We all love you.
From: Dad, Mom, Elijah, and family

of you.
Love, Dad, Becky, & Joshua

To: Ian
We wish you the best of luck as you
Congratulations! Enjoy your time in High enter high school. We are very proud
School. Study hard and take advantage
of the young man you are becoming.
of every positive opportunity you are
Always know that your family loves you
given. You are definitely a class I enjoyed
and will be here to support you! We
watching grow! Good luck!
love you!
Love, Mom, Dad, Lindz, Anna, Alan, &
From: Mrs. McCall
Willow & your family!
To: 6th grade

To: Little Blue Pirate Post Staff
To: Hayley
Congratulations on a successful year of
You are smart, funny, talented and
have a beautiful heart. All these things publishing The Little Blue Pirate Post.
will continue to see you through. We We have enjoyed working with each one
are so proud of the young lady you’re of you. Go to high school and join their
newspaper staff and share the
growing into. We love you from the
knowledge you’ve learned!
Earth to the moon times infinity.

Love, Mom, Dad, and Zac

Love, Mommy & Daddy

To: Gabriel

To: Madison

It seems like only yesterday Mrs. Byler Best of luck as you move on to WHS.
came to see you for kindergarten and
We love you and are so proud of
now you’re graduating elementary. We you! Now get out there and shine on
are so proud of you. We love you and
Madison, shine on!
look forward to your (our) journey in
high school.
From: Mom, Dad, Taylor, and Grant
]From: Mom, Dad, Kassie

Love,
Mrs. Wheland and Mrs. Loose

To: Elle
We have watched you grow from a
little girl into a beautiful young lady,
and we both could not be prouder of
you. We wish you all the happiness
that being a high schooler can bring
and most of all we love you!
From: Mom and Mark

To: Allee
Congratulations! The time for your 6th
grade graduation has arrived. We are
so proud of you and all your accomplishments at WES. We wish you great
success and happiness as you begin
this new chapter of your life, high
school! Best wishes and much love,
Mom, Dad, Haley and Chloe

To: Aliyah
We are so proud of you! You are
growing up so fast. We wish you
the best as you enter 7th grade.
Congratulations.
Love, Mom and Dad
To: Chico
My wish for you is that this life becomes all
that you want it to. Your dreams stay big.
And your worries stay small. You never
need to carry more than you can hold. And
while you’re out there getting where you’re
getting to I hope you know somebody loves
you. And wants the same things too. Yeah,
this is my wish –Rascal Flatts—
Love, Mom, and Dad,

To: Elizabeth
We are all so proud of you. You are
smart, talented, and capable of doing
anything you set your mind to. Best
wishes as you enter high school. Continue with your friendly and warm personality and you’ll go far.

To: Class of 2021

To: Sixth Grade Students
Yippee! You made it!
My little second graders are soon to
be seventh graders! I can’t wait to
see each of you at the high school.
Congratulations on your
accomplishment!
From: Miss Hileman aka Mrs. Loose

Congratulations on your 6th grade
graduation. I can’t believe it has been
6 years already since you began your
elementary school careers with Mrs.
Byler, Mrs. Bowers and me! Time flies
so work hard, do your best, and enjoy
your high school careers!
From: Mrs. Michelone
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To: Wade Shultz
We are proud of you!
Love you,
Dad, Mom and Ridge

To: Taylor
From pigtails to pompoms now to pep
rallies and prom.
You are headed to Jr. High.
This next phase of life will be exciting,
challenging yet full of good times and
friends. Cherish it all Taylor.
Congratulations! We love you!
Love, Dad, Mom and the boys

BASEBALL
BEACH
BIRDS
FUN
OUTSIDE
SOFTBALL
SUNGLASSES
SUNNY
SWIMMMING
VACATION

Summertime Jokes
Q- What did the pig say at
the beach on a hot Summer’s
day?
A- I’m bacon!

Q– When do you go at red
and stop at green?
A– When you’re eating a watermelon!

